Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 183922 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 EUR-12 NEA-10 10-14 ISO-OO SIG-03 
PA-02 PM-05 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 EA-12 /093 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/P:BARUSSELL:ADR 
APPROVED BY AF/P:EFRANK 

000316 210315Z/61 

R 202026Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USICA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE 
USINT HAVANA 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
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AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY VICTORIA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMEMBASSY PRAIA 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS STATE 183922 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, JULY 20, 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY OFFICIAL 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

Q: ANY REACTION TO THE NIGERIAN SPEECH AT THE OAU YES- 
TERDAY; OR ANYTHING COMING OUT OF THE OAU? 

A: YES, I HAVE SOMETHING VERY BRIEF TO SAY ABOUT THAT. 

GENERAL OBASANJO'S STATEMENT WAS CONSISTENT WITH AN 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT BASIC PRINCIPLE OF NIGERIAN FOREIGN 
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POLICY - I.E., THAT AFRICAN NATIONS SHOULD BE LEFT TO 
SOLVE THEIR OWN PROBLEMS, FREE FROM FOREIGN INTERVENTION. 

WE ARE IN COMPLETE ACCORD WITH THIS VIEW. 

Q: DOES THAT MEAN YOU ENDORSE THE PART OF THE SPEECH 
WHERE HE TALKED ABOUT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES TRYING TO RE- 
ESTABLISH 19TH CENTURY COLONIALISM IN AFRICA? 

A: HENRY, THAT IS THE EXTENT OF MY STATEMENT. 

Q: HE WAS HITTING BOTH SIDES. HE WAS HITTING BOTH THE 
SOVIET-CUB AN COMBINATION ON THE ONE HAND AND THE FRENCH 
AND BELGIAN PARATROOPERS ON THE OTHER. 

NOW WHEN YOU SAY YOU AGREE WITH THIS IDEA OF KEEPING 
PEOPLE OUT OF AFRICA; ARE YOU SAYING THE FRENCH AND 
BELGIANS SHOULDN'T HAVE GONE ANYMORE THAN THE SOVIETS 
AND CUBANS SHOULD HAVE GONE - WHICH WAS HIS BASIC 
POINT? 

A: WHAT I AM SAYING IS THAT I AM LIMITING MY REACTION TO 
HIS SPEECH BY THE STATEMENT - I JUST MADE. 
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Q: THAT SOUNDS MORE LIKE YOU AGREE WITH HIM THAT THE 
FRENCH AND THE BELGIANS HAD NO MORE RIGHT THERE THAN THE 
CUBANS AND THE SOVIETS DO. 

A: WELL YOU ARE ALLOWED TO DRAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSIONS. 

Q: TOM. ARE YOU ENDORSING THE SPEECH, OR THE PRINCIPLE? 

A: WE ARE ENDORSING WHAT IS A BASIC PRINCIPLE OF 
NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY. WE ARE IN COMPLETE ACCORD WITH 
THAT VIEW. 

Q: BUT THE QUESTION WAS ABOUT THE SPEECH. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 183922 


A: I AM SAYING THAT THE STATEMENT WHICH HE MADE WAS 
CONSISTENT WITH A BASIC PRINCIPLE OF NIGERIAN FOREIGN 
POLICY AND WE ARE IN COMPLETE ACCORD WITH THAT BASIC 
PRINCIPLE OF NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY. 

NOW WE ARE NOT - I DON'T BELIEVE, BY VIRTUE OF THE 
STATEMENT I HAVE JUST MADE - PARSING EVERY LINE OF THAT 
SPEECH AND AGREEING WITH EVERY LINE AND WORD OF IT. 

WE ARE IN COMPLETE ACCORD WITH THE STATEMENT WHICH WE 
REGARD AS CONSISTENT WITH NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY... 

Q: DIDN'T NIGERIA EXPRESS TO US CONCERN THAT WE WERE NOT 
IN ACCORD WITH NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY ON THIS POINT AT 
THE TIME WHEN WE WERE PROVIDING AIR LIFT SUPPORT FOR THE 
FRENCH AND BELGIAN PARATROOPERS? 

A: I AM NOT ABLE TO GO INTO OUR DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. 
VANCE 
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